JJth Sept. 1744]
' Seckendorf will do your Prince Karl,1 they had cried always: 'Seckendorf and his Prussian Majesty! Are not we conquering Hither Austria here, for the Kaiser's behoof?1 Seckendorf they did officially appoint to pursue; appoint or allow;—and laid all the blame on Seckendorf; who perhaps deserved his share of it. Very certain it is, Seckendorf did littl or nothing to Prince Karl; marched ' leisurely behind him through the Ober-Pfalz,1—skirting Baireuth Country, Kar and he, to Wilhelmina^ grief;l—' leisurely behind him at a distance of four days,1 knew better than meddle with Pr.nce Karl. So that Prince Karl, ' in twenty-one marches,1 disturbed only by the elements and bad roads, reached Wald-munchen 25th September, in the Furth-Cham Country;2 and was heard to exclaim: ' We are let-off for the fright, then (Nous voila. quittes pour la peur)!'—Seckendorf, finding nothing to live upon in Ober-Pfalz, could not attend Prince Karl farther; but turned leftwards home to Bavaria; made a kind of Second ' Reconquest of Bavaria7 (on exactly the same terms as the First, Austrian occupants being all called-off to assist in Bohmen again);—concerning which, here is an Excerpt:
'Seckendorf, following at his leisure, and joined by the Hessians and Pfalzers, so as now to exceed 30,000, leaves Prince Karl and tho rest of the enterprise to do as it can ; and applies himself, for his own share, as the needfulest thing, to getting hold of Bavaria again, that his poor Kaiser may have where to lay his head, and pay old servants their wages. Dreadfully exclaimed against, the old gentleman, especially by the French co-managers : " Why did not the old traitor stick in the rear of Prince Karl, in the difficult passes, and drive him prone,—while we went besieging Freyburg, and poaching about, trying for a bit of the Brisgau while chance served !" A traitor beyond doubt; probably bought with money down, thinks Valori. But, after all, what could Seckendorf do? He is now of weight for Biironklau and Bavaria, not for much more. He does sweep Biirenklau and his Austrians from Bavaria, clear out (in the course of this October), all but Ingolstadt and two or three strong towns,—Passau especially, "which can be blockaded, and afterwards besieged if needful." For the rest, he is dreadfully ill-off for provisions,
1 Her letters ((Euvres de Fridii-ic^ xxvii. I. 133, etc.).      3 Ranke, iii. 187.